BISMARCK'S LAST OVERTURE                     1888-90
Samoa and finally in the Mediterranean Tripartite Agreement, but
Salisbury had accepted that Agreement as a check on Russian am~
bitions rather than as an act of adhesion to the Triple Alliance. He
was now asked to declare himself publicly on the side of Germany
against France, and share with her the liabilities of the " war on two
fronts " about which Bismarck had spoken openly in the Reichstag
in the previous year, i.e. to break completely and publicly with the
hitherto settled policy of declining alliances in Europe.
Faced with the direct question, Salisbury procrastinated. He told
the Ambassador that he recognized the high significance of his com-
munication, but asked for rime to consider so far-reaching and im-
portant a proposal. Count Hatzfeldt was to tell Prince Bismarck
that he took it very seriously, but for the time being proposed to say
nothing about it either to the officials of the Foreign Office or even
to Her Majesty the Queen.
This was on January u, and for three months no more was said.
By the middle of March Bismarck was growing impatient, and he
sent his son, Count Herbert, to London ostensibly to talk about colonial
questions, but in reality to discover what Lord Salisbury was thinking
about the Alliance project. On March 25 the Count wrote to his
father :
Lord Salisbury entirely agreed with me that this [an Anglo-German Alliance]
would be the best tonic for both countries and for European peace. He had
spoken about it to Lord Harrington and his colleagues, all of whom had
shared his opinion, but considered it inopportune to act upon the suggestion,
since it would cause the Parliamentary majority to collapse, carrying the
Ministry with it.
Lord Salisbury added: " We live no longer, alas, in Pitt's times; the
aristocracy governed then and we were able to form an active policy, which
made England after the Congress of Vienna the richest and most respected
Power in Europe. Now democracy is on top, and with it the personal and
party system, which reduces every British Government to absolute dependence
on the aura popularis. This generation can only be taught by events." x I
was forced to agree with Lord Salisbury, I am sorry to say. I replied : " We
expected that you would not be able to give us a definite answer, and you
know that it does not affect our good relations in the least. Since, however,
1 The last sentence in English.
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